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Readymix and Rooty Hill,
a potential partnership
Readymix would like to welcome you to the
Rooty Hill Review. This is the first in a series
of newsletters, where David Kelly of
Readymix will provide updates on the
company’s activities in Rooty Hill.

Background
In 2000, Readymix Holdings Pty Ltd, a division of the
Rinker Group (an Australian owned company),
acquired additional land at the end of Kellogg Road,
Rooty Hill, adjacent to its Humes Concrete Products
Factory which has operated for over 25 years. The site
is in an industrial area, near the main railway line and
close to the M4 and M7 motorways.

Now Readymix is ready to focus on its objectives for
the site.

Readymix proposes to construct and operate a
Regional Distribution Centre.

What is a Regional Distribution Centre?
A Regional Distribution Centre (RDC) receives bulk
construction materials such as sand or blue metal,
blends them and then transports them in smaller
loads to customers in the Sydney market. 

This RDC will be a component of the Readymix rail
based strategy which supports the State Government’s
Rail Freight Strategy. The Rooty Hill site is strategically
located at the intersection of the main rail and
motorway network for efficient transfer of materials
from rail to road transport for Sydney distribution.

The proposed RDC at Rooty Hill will consist of a rail
siding where construction materials from quarries are
unloaded from trains and transported to enclosed
storage bins by conveyor belt. The materials will be
sorted and blended as required by the customer, then

loaded into trucks, which carry them to construction
sites and plants around Sydney.

Why put it at Rooty Hill?
The site has been selected as it 

• is in an established and growing industrial area;

• is located adjacent to the main east-west rail line;

• has direct access to the new M7 motorway
(Western Sydney Orbital) from the industrial zone
which provides fast access to the Sydney highway
and motorway network;

• is in a major growth area of Sydney (with major
commercial and industrial development planned
and underway);

• is adjacent to an existing Readymix owned
operation - the Humes Concrete Products factory
on Woodstock avenue

• supports Council and State Government policies of
encouraging investment, jobs and business to
Western Sydney.
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Where exactly is the site?
The site is at the end of Kellogg Road.  The One Steel
Mini Mill forms the site boundary to the west, Humes
Pipe factory to the north, the railway and North Parade
to the south, and Nurragingy Reserve to the east.

When might this happen?
It is anticipated that the RDC could be operational by
2008, but not before the M7 Western Sydney Orbital
opens. The opening would coincide with the reduction in
output expected from the Penrith Lakes Development,
Sydney's largest current source of construction materials.

How will it affect the local area?
In its planning Readymix has developed an initial design
for the site that protects the sensitive natural features
in the area including Angus and Eastern Creek.

The RDC will operate for 24 hours a day 7 days a week,
although most truck movements will occur during
daylight hours on weekdays. Trucks will use dedicated
roads within the Industrial area to access the M7. (See
the map/plan on Page 3.)

The initial plan contains such facilities as an office
block, laboratory and ancillary facilities, storage bins
and other storage areas for construction materials. Car
and truck parking has been included on site. A concrete
batching plant is also incorporated into the RDC.

The RDC is expected to handle around 4 million tonnes of
material a year.

What would be the benefits?
Readymix is demonstrating its ongoing commitment to
Western Sydney, and expects to bring an additional 150-
200 jobs to Rooty Hill. It already employs around 100
people at the Humes Plant and hopes to transfer its
regional operations to Rooty Hill as part of this proposal.

What is happening now?
Readymix has been working hard on initial plans for the
site, including a proposal for a batching plant to supply

concrete to the M7 Orbital project. This was subject to
a development application to Blacktown Council, which
was approved recently with restricted operating hours.

Readymix will be working with stakeholders such as
Blacktown City Council (BCC), the Department of
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (DIPNR),
the Department of Environment and Conservation
(DEC), and members of the local community on the
details of the broader RDC.

Readymix has incorporated its plans for a concrete
batching plant into this proposal, as part of the 24 hour
7 day a week RDC operations.

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will need to
be prepared that considers a range of social and
environmental issues including dust, traffic and noise.

Readymix hopes to complete and lodge a Development
Application for the project as soon as the EIS is
completed in 2005.

Readymix must also operate the site under the terms of
an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) as part of
the consent process.  An EMP must clearly indicate how
any activities on the site will ensure long term
protection of the local environment.

Do we need this development?
Sydney’s main local sources for construction
materials, particularly at Penrith Lakes
Development Corporation (PLDC) are running
out. The PLDC will close by 2011 - 2012, but
will wind down from 2008.  It will be important
that the Rooty Hill Regional Distribution Centre
is ready to operate in 2008 to ensure ongoing
continuity of the supply of construction
materials to Sydney.  As the materials closer to
Sydney run out, increased quantities must come
from outside the Sydney Basin. 

Readymix believes that rail is the preferred
solution for bulk transport as it allows use of the
existing rail infrastructure.  This has less impact
on the environment than road transport.  If rail is
used, there will be a significant reduction in
truck kilometres travelled getting to Sydney.
Once construction materials are transported to
Sydney their distribution is relatively simple from
Rooty Hill to the M7 and then to any
metropolitan destination.
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Development Site

Main Transport Routes
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Planning focus meeting

Director General's requirements

Ongoing planning for Regional Distribution Centre

Commencement of Community Involvement Program
Preparation of Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Lodgement of Development (DA) and EIS

Public exhibition of DA and EIS

Assessment of DA, EIS and submissions

Minister determines whether consent should be granted

We are 
here

Com
m

unity 
Involvem

ent Program

Readymix Commitment
to Consultation
Readymix is committed to
providing ongoing balanced
and objective information
throughout the development
process for a Regional
Distribution Centre. Readymix
will seek to provide ongoing
opportunities for input from
members of the local
community and intends to
provide regular updates at
various milestones through
the development process.

How can I get more information?
David Kelly (Readymix Project Manager) will welcome visits on-site
in Kellogg Rd at the rear of the Humes Plant. Please make an
appointment by calling 1800 11 00 55.  In addition you can:

• Call 1800 11 00 55 and let us know your
questions and comments

• View the details and information on the
Readymix website www.readymix.com.au

• Send email/ letter with questions/
comments to readymix@twyford.com.au
or PO Box 6004, Wollongong NSW 2500

• Provide us your contact details and we
will provide you ongoing updates

Tell us your concerns or issues- we will listen and respond.

The approval process

This project is considered a state significant
development. It requires the approval of the NSW
Minister for Infrastructure and Planning. The following

flow chart provides a summary of the process Readymix
has to follow to obtain approval for the proposed
Regional Distribution Centre.

Readymix, a member of the Rinker Group
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